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Viewpoint

The value of
community
colleges

T

he New York Times recently ran a piece
by two columnists that provoked interest on a number of fronts, including the
value of a two-year, community-college

education.
For his part, Bret Stephens said this: “We also
need to think about why we are burdening college
students with mountainous debt in exchange for
increasingly useless college degrees. B.A. now
stands for Bankruptcy by Arts. The best thing that
could happen educationally is an investment in
community colleges that enhances their value, rigor and prestige.”
Gail Collins responded: “I agree, let the Biden
administration focus on how to make community
colleges work, occasionally reminding Republicans that should have been one of their goals if
the Trump years had actually been about upward
mobility for the lower-middle class.”
Since the North Country, and particularly Clinton County, is home to higher-education centers of
learning, this is a topic that deserves some thought
and discussion.
Is a bachelor of arts degree becoming less useful?
Is it a necessity with no proven worth, except to
say you have one?
Does a typical first year in a liberal arts program
make a student more employable, in a practical
sense? Subjects such as English, history, a science,
a math, psychology and sociology, for example,
unquestionably make a person more well rounded,
but do they qualify the person for a specific career?
In some cases, of course, students in their freshman year haven’t yet settled on a career choice,
and the varied courses help aim them in a suitable
direction.
Meanwhile, community colleges, often overlooked by the more accomplished high-school students, are getting immediately down to business in
getting students ready for the work world.
And aren’t community colleges more responsive
to community needs? Think of when particular
industries were talking about settling in the North
Country. Clinton Community College immediately set about establishing education programs that
would supply workers for those industries.
It gave the community new ammunition in fighting to attract various kinds of industries and businesses to the North Country.
When the embryonic company Laurentian was
going to come in and set up almost futuristic repair
stations for commercial jets, Clinton began thinking of programs that would prepare prospective
employees for the high-paying jobs that were possibly going to be, not only available, but crucial to
contributing to the North Country economy in so
many ways.
As it happened, the prospects for that industry fell through, as investment money dried up
and prevented the dreamy possibilities from ever
becoming a reality.
We’re not arguing against the value of a bachelor’s, master’s or doctoral degree. But we do
encourage high schoolers to fully consider whether
an associate’s degree, in their case, would be just as
valuable or even more so.
And, meanwhile, CCC, North Country Community College and other two-year colleges continue to
look around and examine how they could expand
the economic and employment outlook for the
region.
They are at least as important to the community
as a four-year school.
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Your opinion

around the kitchen table, a friendly
bet on a college bowl game or getting scratch-off tickets as a stocking
stuffer.
For most, those are just everyday
events during the holidays. But for
some, they’re the kind of temptations
that can trigger the urge to gamble.
But there are a few simple things that
individuals with a gambling problem can do to prepare themselves
for potential holiday triggers. They
include:
Money: Put someone else in charge
of your finances if you’re concerned
about your urge to gamble. That way,
you won’t have access to extra cash
that could create temptation.
Talking: It may sound simple. But
simple solutions tend to work. Just
ask your family and friends not to
gamble when playing games while

ebrating. Play it safe and separate
yourself from the temptations that
could trigger problem gambling.
How do youPage
know if :someone
A05 you
care about has a problem? The simplest way to identify if your loved
one struggles with problem gambling
is to ask yourself this: Does gambling
cause problems for my loved one or
our family? If the answer is yes, then
this person may be struggling with
problem gambling.
Help is available. Contact the
Northeast P roblem Gambling
Resource Center for local, barrier
free help. You can reach us by calling 518-801-1491 or email us at NortheastPGRC@NYProblemGambling.
org. We’re here to help.
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Goodbye to ‘peace through st

P

resident-elect Joe Biden
named his national
security team last week.
Antony Blinken will be
nominated for secretary of state;
Jake Sullivan for national security
adviser; Avril Haines for director of
national intelligence; and Alejandro
Mayorkas for secretary of homeland security. All but Sullivan will
require Senate confirmation. How
that goes depends on how the two
runoffs in Georgia go; if Republicans, led by Sen. Mitch McConnell,
win control of the Senate, all of
Biden’s nominees will face more
scrutiny than they would from a
Democratic Senate headed by Sen.
Charles Schumer.
But there was something missing
from Biden’s big national security
rollout: a nominee for secretary of
defense. That’s a pretty important
job on the national security team,
isn’t it? There was talk that Biden
wasn’t completely sold on the person thought to be his leading candidate, former Obama defense official
Michele Flournoy.
The delay is more than just a
personnel issue. Biden is reportedly
re-thinking the role of the military
in the way the U.S. deals with the
world. The president-elect wants
to “de-emphasize the military as
an instrument of national power,”
Axios reported recently. But being
an instrument of national power is
what the military does. It is why the
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine

-- and the new Space Force -- exist.
Beyond Flournoy, Biden is reportedly considering Lloyd Austin,
a retired Army four-star general
who was commander of U.S. Central Command from 2013 to 2016.
Austin now serves on several
corporate boards,
them the
Byron among
defense contractor
York
Raytheon.
It is unclear
whether Austin,
who served 41 years
in the Army, will be
more amenable to
Biden’s plans than
Flournoy or other
candidates. But a
Washington
Examiner
“source close to
Biden” told Axios
that leaving the defense secretary
out of the national security team
announcement was intended to
send a specific message.
“So having DOD rollout frontand-center sends one message,”
Axios quoted the source saying.
“Not doing so sends another message. There has always been the
intent to signal from Day One that
this is not an administration that
is going to put the Pentagon at the
center of things.”
But the fact is, a strong military
is an instrument of national power.
Along with economic strength, it
is what puts the United States in
a powerful position in diplomacy.
When the United States manages
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Your voices in government
In Washington
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand
478 Russell
Washington, DC 20510
Tel: (202) 224-4451 Fax: (202) 228-0282
Web: http://gillibrand.senate.gov
North Country Office
P.O. Box 273
Lowville, NY 13367
Tel: (315) 376-6118 Fax: (315) 376-6118
Sen. Charles Schumer
322 Hart Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Tel: (202) 224-6542 Fax: (202) 228-3027
Email: Available from the website
Web: https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
Rep. Elise Stefanik
Suite 318, House Cannon Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Tel: (202) 225-4611
In Plattsburgh:
23 Durkee St., Suite 3
Plattsburgh, NY 12901
Tel: (518) 561-2324
Fax: (518) 561-2408

www.stefanik.house.gov
Glens Falls Office:
136 Glen Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
Phone: (518) 743-0964
Fax: (518) 743-1391n Albany
Sen. Elizabeth Little
45th Senatorial District
Room 506
Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247
Tel: (518) 455-2811
Fax: (518) 426-6873
Email: little@nysenate.gov,
Web: nysenate.gov
Assemblyman Daniel Stec
114th Assembly District
Room 940
Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12248
Tel: (518) 455-5565 Fax: (518)
455-5710
Email: stecd@assembly.state.ny.us
Web: https://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/
Dan-Stec
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