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President-elect Joe Biden 
named his national 
security team last week. 
Antony Blinken will be 

nominated for secretary of state; 
Jake Sullivan for national security 
adviser; Avril Haines for director of 
national intelligence; and Alejandro 
Mayorkas for secretary of home-
land security. All but Sullivan will 
require Senate confirmation. How 
that goes depends on how the two 
runoffs in Georgia go; if Republi-
cans, led by Sen. Mitch McConnell, 
win control of the Senate, all of 
Biden’s nominees will face more 
scrutiny than they would from a 
Democratic Senate headed by Sen. 
Charles Schumer.

But there was something missing 
from Biden’s big national security 
rollout: a nominee for secretary of 
defense. That’s a pretty important 
job on the national security team, 
isn’t it? There was talk that Biden 
wasn’t completely sold on the per-
son thought to be his leading candi-
date, former Obama defense official 
Michele Flournoy.

The delay is more than just a 
personnel issue. Biden is reportedly 
re-thinking the role of the military 
in the way the U.S. deals with the 
world. The president-elect wants 
to “de-emphasize the military as 
an instrument of national power,” 
Axios reported recently. But being 
an instrument of national power is 
what the military does. It is why the 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine 

-- and the new Space Force -- exist.
Beyond Flournoy, Biden is report-

edly considering Lloyd Austin, 
a retired Army four-star general 
who was commander of U.S. Cen-
tral Command from 2013 to 2016. 
Austin now serves on several 

corporate boards, 
among them the 
defense contractor 
Raytheon.

It is unclear 
whether Austin, 
who served 41 years 
in the Army, will be 
more amenable to 
Biden’s plans than 
Flournoy or other 
candidates. But a 
“source close to 
Biden” told Axios 

that leaving the defense secretary 
out of the national security team 
announcement was intended to 
send a specific message.

“So having DOD rollout front-
and-center sends one message,” 
Axios quoted the source saying. 
“Not doing so sends another mes-
sage. There has always been the 
intent to signal from Day One that 
this is not an administration that 
is going to put the Pentagon at the 
center of things.”

But the fact is, a strong military 
is an instrument of national power. 
Along with economic strength, it 
is what puts the United States in 
a powerful position in diplomacy. 
When the United States manages 

to shape diplomatic affairs, it is 
not because the rest of the world 
thinks we’re so nice. It is because 
the United States is a military and 
economic superpower.

A strong military deters chal-
lenges to U.S. authority and to 
order in the world. The idea of 
peace through strength has been an 
important concept in U.S. foreign 
relations since the country’s found-
ing. Its most famous recent adher-
ent was President Ronald Reagan. 
Today, President Trump has built 
his approach to diplomacy on the 
idea, with impressive results most 
recently in the Middle East. “Amer-
ica is fulfilling our destiny as a 
peacemaker, but it is peace through 
strength,” Trump told the United 
Nations in September.

Biden has other ideas, although 
what they are is not yet clear. Yes, 
he has other considerations, like 
race and diversity, in choosing a sec-
retary of Defense. Axios reported 
that Biden’s top advisers “feel pres-
sure to announce an African Amer-
ican to a prominent Cabinet role.” 
Gen. Austin is black, while Flournoy 
is white. But there is something 
much more fundamental going on 
in Biden’s search for a defense chief. 
The president-elect wants to down-
play the greatest instrument of U.S. 
power in the world. When people 
say elections have consequences, 
this is what they mean.

Byron York is chief political correspondent 
for The Washington Examiner
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Viewpoint

The value of 
community 

colleges
The New York Times recently ran a piece 

by two columnists that provoked inter-
est on a number of fronts, including the 
value of a two-year, community-college 

education.
For his part, Bret Stephens said this: “We also 

need to think about why we are burdening college 
students with mountainous debt in exchange for 
increasingly useless college degrees. B.A. now 
stands for Bankruptcy by Arts. The best thing that 
could happen educationally is an investment in 
community colleges that enhances their value, rig-
or and prestige.”

Gail Collins responded: “I agree, let the Biden 
administration focus on how to make community 
colleges work, occasionally reminding Republi-
cans that should have been one of their goals if 
the Trump years had actually been about upward 
mobility for the lower-middle class.”

Since the North Country, and particularly Clin-
ton County, is home to higher-education centers of 
learning, this is a topic that deserves some thought 
and discussion.

Is a bachelor of arts degree becoming less useful? 
Is it a necessity with no proven worth, except to 
say you have one?

Does a typical first year in a liberal arts program 
make a student more employable, in a practical 
sense? Subjects such as English, history, a science, 
a math, psychology and sociology, for example, 
unquestionably make a person more well rounded, 
but do they qualify the person for a specific career?

In some cases, of course, students in their fresh-
man year haven’t yet settled on a career choice, 
and the varied courses help aim them in a suitable 
direction.

Meanwhile, community colleges, often over-
looked by the more accomplished high-school stu-
dents, are getting immediately down to business in 
getting students ready for the work world.

And aren’t community colleges more responsive 
to community needs? Think of when particular 
industries were talking about settling in the North 
Country. Clinton Community College immediate-
ly set about establishing education programs that 
would supply workers for those industries.

It gave the community new ammunition in fight-
ing to attract various kinds of industries and busi-
nesses to the North Country.

When the embryonic company Laurentian was 
going to come in and set up almost futuristic repair 
stations for commercial jets, Clinton began think-
ing of programs that would prepare prospective 
employees for the high-paying jobs that were pos-
sibly going to be, not only available, but crucial to 
contributing to the North Country economy in so 
many ways.

As it happened, the prospects for that indus-
try fell through, as investment money dried up 
and prevented the dreamy possibilities from ever 
becoming a reality.

We’re not arguing against the value of a bach-
elor’s, master’s or doctoral degree. But we do 
encourage high schoolers to fully consider whether 
an associate’s degree, in their case, would be just as 
valuable or even more so.

And, meanwhile, CCC, North Country Communi-
ty College and other two-year colleges continue to 
look around and examine how they could expand 
the economic and employment outlook for the 
region.

They are at least as important to the community 
as a four-year school.
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LETTERs
TO THE EDITOR: The holiday season 

may be full of fun and family gather-
ings. But for those experiencing or 
recovering from a gambling problem, 
it’s also a season full of temptations. 
It could be as simple as a card game 
around the kitchen table, a friendly 
bet on a college bowl game or get-
ting scratch-off tickets as a stocking 
stuffer.

For most, those are just everyday 
events during the holidays. But for 
some, they’re the kind of temptations 
that can trigger the urge to gamble. 
But there are a few simple things that 
individuals with a gambling prob-
lem can do to prepare themselves 
for potential holiday triggers. They 
include:

Money: Put someone else in charge 
of your finances if you’re concerned 
about your urge to gamble. That way, 
you won’t have access to extra cash 
that could create temptation.

Talking: It may sound simple. But 
simple solutions tend to work. Just 
ask your family and friends not to 
gamble when playing games while 

you’re around them.
Gifts: Make sure your loved ones 

know not to give you holiday gifts in 
the form of cash, scratch-off tickets 
or other gambling games.

The holidays are a time for cel-
ebrating. Play it safe and separate 
yourself from the temptations that 
could trigger problem gambling.

How do you know if someone you 
care about has a problem? The sim-
plest way to identify if your loved 
one struggles with problem gambling 
is to ask yourself this: Does gambling 
cause problems for my loved one or 
our family? If the answer is yes, then 
this person may be struggling with 
problem gambling.

Help is available. Contact the 
Northeast Problem Gambling 
Resource Center for local, barrier 
free help. You can reach us by call-
ing 518-801-1491 or email us at North-
eastPGRC@NYProblemGambling.
org. We’re here to help.

BRANDY RICHARDs
North Creek 

TO THE EDITOR: In January 1965, TV 
children’s show host Soupy Sales was 
suspended for his scam/scheme to 
have children go into their parents 
wallets and pocket books and send 
the “green pieces of paper” to him. 
He was suspended for only two 
weeks, but was eventually removed 
from his prime-time TV show.

Today, President Donald Trump is 
offering a PAC scheme to raise mil-
lions of dollars to help him in his 
fight against the “fraudulent election” 
that he says robbed him from a sec-
ond term as president.

The only difference I see in these 
disgusting schemes is that Soupy was 
reaching out to kids, generally under 
15 years of age. Trump is reaching out 
to his adult base of support. I guess 
Kool-Aid consumed as a kid in 1965 is 
the same as what Trump supporters 
have been drinking in their continued 
support for him.

KEVIN MULLIGAN
Chazy
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45th Senatorial District
Room 506
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Email: little@nysenate.gov,
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assemblyman Daniel stec
114th Assembly District
Room 940
Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12248
Tel: (518) 455-5565  Fax: (518) 

455-5710
Email: stecd@assembly.state.ny.us
Web: https://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/

Dan-Stec

In Glens Falls:
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Glens Falls, NY 12801
Tel: (518) 792-4546 Fax: (518) 

792-5584 
In Elizabethtown:
7559 Court St.
Room 203
P.O. Box 217
Elizabethtown, NY 12932
Tel: (518) 873-3803 Fax: (518) 873-3804

assemblyman Billy Jones
115th Assembly District
LOB 534
Albany, NY 12248
Tel: (518) 455-5943
Email: Available from the website
Web: http://https://nyassembly.gov/mem/

Billy-Jones
Fax: 518-563-8970.
In Plattsburgh:
202 U.S. Oval
Plattsburgh, NY 12903
518-562-1986
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The Press-Republican newsroom has email addresses for public 
access to news, sports, letters and arts-related events. 

• For general news releases, news items and notices of commu-
nity happenings: 

news@pressrepublican.com
• For features news and events, including Out&About, the 

Sunday Spectrum pages and daily features pages: 
features@pressrepublican.com
• For sports news releases and event notices: 
sports@pressrepublican.com
• For letters to the Editor: 
letters@pressrepublican.com
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